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The International Egg Foundation (IEF), in collaboration with Honduras Outreach International
(HOI) and a diverse network of partners, is driving an initiative in the Agalta Valley, Honduras.
Central to this effort is the construction of a 3,000-capacity egg barn, a milestone project
designed to foster community empowerment, support the under nourished and encourage
long-term sustainable egg farming. This barn plays a pivotal role in advancing the 1,000 Days of
Life programme, ensuring that children and mother’s receive critical nutrition during this
foundational period.

HOI and the Critical Importance of the First 1,000 Days

HOIl is a nonprofit organisation deeply committed to improving lives in Honduras, particularly in
rural communities like the Agalta Valley.

Their 1,000 Days of Life programme focuses on the crucial window from conception to a child’s
second birthday—a time when the foundation for lifelong health and cognitive development is
established. Globally, inadequate nutrition during this period is a leading cause of stunted
growth, impacting 22% of children under five.

HOUI’s integration of the 1,000 Days of Life programme into its broader community efforts
ensures that pregnant women and young children in the Agalta Valley receive the essential
nutrients needed to thrive. By providing access to eggs—a nutrient-rich, affordable food—the
egg barn project will play a direct role in reducing malnutrition and its long-term effects.

Eggs: A Nutritional Powerhouse for Growth and Development

Eggs are uniquely suited to meet the nutritional needs of mothers and children during the first
1,000 days. Rich in high-quality protein, vitamin B12, and choline, eggs provide essential



nutrients that support foetal brain development, cellular growth, and overall health. Choline, in
particular, is critical for brain development, memory, and cognitive function, yet many pregnant
and lactating women fall short of the recommended intake. Two eggs a day can supply more
than half of the daily choline needs, making them an essential part of a balanced diet.

The Egg Barn: Building a Better Future

With construction completed, the egg barn is set to broaden the reach of the 1000 Days of Life
Programme to over 100 families in the Agalta Valley. Once operational in early 2025, the barn
will directly support HOI’s programmes by:

@® Feeding Families: Eggs produced at the barn will provide consistent, sustainable
nutrition to families enrolled in the 1,000 Days of Life programme, improving maternal
and child health outcomes.

® Boosting Education: Students at the HOI Hope School will benefit from eggs in their
school meals, enhancing their focus, energy, and learning capacity.

@® Empowering Farmers: Local farmers will receive training in egg production and animal
care, fostering economic empowerment in the community.

Researching and Expanding Impact

In addition to its immediate benefits, the egg barn project offers an opportunity to advance
knowledge on nutrition and development. HOl is in discussions with Tufts University, Boston,
USA about a social impact study to evaluate the benefits of egg consumption during the
prenatal stage and early childhood. Such research could provide valuable data to inform similar
interventions worldwide, scaling the impact of the 1,000 Days of Life programme.

A Unified Effort for Change

This project exemplifies the power of partnership, with contributors including the IEF, HOI, One
Egg, Versova, World Poultry Foundation, H&N, HATO Lighting, and Big Dutchman. By combining
the expertise of these organisations with the dedication of local communities, the egg barn is
not just a building—it is a symbol of hope and a model for sustainable development.

HOI’s deep connection to the Agalta Valley ensures that this initiative will have lasting, far-
reaching effects. Through the synergy of nutrition, education, and economic development, the
egg barn project is transforming the lives of families and children, ensuring a healthier and more
prosperous future for generations to come.

References:

® Power of Choline - https://www.internationaleggfoundation.com/news-and-

resources/nutrition-resources/resource-unbeatable-power-choline
® Fuelling the first 1000 days - https://www.internationaleggfoundation.com/news-and-

resources/nutrition-resources/resource-first-1000-days
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